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Visual art
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Vento Inha vs Barcelona, Pacasse, Mozambique

lemple of the scuffed boot

Photographer Jessica Hilltout travelled across Africa to record the people who will beleft in the shadow of the World Cup. Lauren Clifford-Holmes spoke to her

BOmm lens, 300 rolls of film, a digital
camera and a stock of new foothalls
Starting off in an old VW Beetle and
later Kitting out a Nissan Vanette,
Hilltout travelled 5000km across six
countries in West Africa in her quest
to capture the essence of Africa’s pas
shon for the game of foothall

e outcome of her nine-month
journey, a book titled Amen, pays
homage to Africa. Hilltout Ly 'It.u.
a tribute to the forgotten, the major
ity who live and will remain in the
shadow of the Waorld Cup ... they
teserve to have a light shone on 1IH*11';,
not just to show their passion for the

game, but also to reveal the funda

mental energy and enthusiasm that
shines through [in] the way they live

Hilltowt focuses on the details. the
seemingly unimportant, the aAppar-

ently hidden, and finds beauty in all
With her photos of tired balls, stitched
and patched together. broken shoes
and torn T-shirts emblazoned with
favounte plavers' names, ber ok ks

elgrum-bormn photographer
Jessica Hilltout boarded a
flight to Cape Town from
Brussels armed with her
Hasselblad camera, an

o

proof that beauty can be found any-
where. Amen, her most ambitious
work to date, finds beauty and joy
where others may see only sadness
and deprivation =

You say football is something
glon -nnm.wmwﬂ:”"*

Yes, the central idea of the project
can be summed up in one simple
sentence: “In Africa foothall is not a
religion, but it is everything a religion
should be " | would argue it is the
strongest religion there ts in Africa
and without it | think peaple would
be a lot less happy, It is a mechanism
of survival and brings people together
the waty religion does. It i accessible
to all and is played everywhere — all
you need is an open spaie, goal

and a ball, all of which |
vised in Africa S s

“——“
“In Africa football is
nota l"ﬂiglun' butitis

‘“l’ﬂhing a "“ﬂl‘ﬂ-n
should be”

In every little village, no matter Bow
far off the main road, 1'd find peopl
pl'.':ﬁnl foothall at sunnse al yi] sunse
One small village could have as many
as five footbhall fields. Waking up al
dawn I'd join the players and spetia
tors gathering together on the 0ot
hall field, like we were congregating
ot a shrine or a temple. There Was a
true sense of devotion to the gam

This religious connotation is A
whaore the title of the work came
from. Everybody | parted w ith sanl
“Amen, amen. May this propoct Wwork
AN, Amen, amen "L goes W ith the
attitude 1 found everywhere 1o AT
— AN acoeptance of fate, a calmness 8
great sense of dignity as people strov
on despite the handships

Are these fans being forgotten in the
Mﬂww?

Yes, [ think they are being (078
Although they accept not beilk
to attend the matches, they still »
to be a pan of the event | don't '.]Htﬂt
people realise the extent to uh:.'sﬁ hT-1
in Africa revolves around fixothall A
the extent of people’s devotion (o the
game. For example, | stay od ina :
lage that was more than so0km ofl

it
il

alil

Vil

the main road, where the residents
walked three davs to attend a foothall
match. And we're not talking about
an official match, just one between
neighbouring villages. So the World
Cup is cortainty a huge event for them
- it's a reason to drink, to dande, 10
play music and to be together

This is why | am sad to see how the
World Cup is becoming less aboul
football than about sponsarship and
money and control. | really want to
shine a light on all those who have
been forgotten in this whole thing
becuuse football is really the game of
the masses.

You say that this continent accepts
Its fate with elegance and grace. Is
that not just casting a warm light over
what is really a very hard reality !

It is & tough question because | never
want to come across as the white
woman who travelled through Afnca
and who sees all these siiling faces
andd who savs: *You know .. they are
happy” But. | can illustrate my con
Viction in termas of the ston of the
tired ball. The tired ball on one side
speaks of sadness — you look at it
and you think: “My God, peopie B

this village have to play with a hall
like that.” It is sad to think that this

is the only ball they have and theyve

got to stiteh it up and pump it up

half way through a match But then

|
there's the other stde. which tells a

Aifferent story. This tired hall holds

an to life. it has a history ol being
taved] and cared foe, it 18 an extremetd
proud olyedt The same Kind of maen
talityv was i"r-n‘rli‘l'h‘ti hv the people

‘II-“J 'E 1Y _‘"I l,‘| Fl,_pfi},‘l'ﬁ "“Jt I.'-Ifhi"l'

than dwell on thet! (TS

in telling your story you have tocused
on the poetic charactes of the small
things, such asthe balls and the thoes.

Whllﬂmhrumnq#tﬂi you !

I've always been attracle d 1o the
small details in md photography
as 1 find that these detalls are the

aes that tell the biggost stories. The
balls were extra Ainary — each one
anigue, like little procots prescTia
Mhey are made with WhRaleves malf

rials peopie enuld find in thew dif
o 1 . he
ferent environments. 50 i l'...r
2 they're making halls out of old

llt‘.‘rl't '
als and in te QLY

clothis .I.:|'||| matcn
they are using prlastic |
rubhish. 1 he cmallest ball

hags and othet
| found

was made from a sock — iUs like a it
tle ewel to me. These balls represent
hope. they talk of ingeauity | think
that is a word | would like to @ve 10
the whole Afncan conlinent: ingen
tous. That is the core thing - they
don't have much, but they always
MANAET

Al the beginning people wanted to
know why 1 was photographing whal
they call the “tined” boots and balls |
explained that | wanted to show how
nothing woukd stop them from prlay
ing foothall no matter what they had

#

“Football breathes
happiness into
sun-baked days and
rain-soaked evenings.
On a continent where
not even the basics
are taken for granted,
football is precious”

- FOOTBALL HISTORIAN
CAVIO GOLDBLATT
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o wear what the ball looked Hike of

-

what the goal posts were made out
of They're just going 1o keep playing
foothall: they're not going to say thes
cant play because they dont bawve
a proper palr of boots, like a Kid in
Europe would s

I have a lot of respect for that
which 1s also why | never wanied
to look down on the shoes | photo
graphed. | Loy down on the groand
came really close to them And in the
end, people would start helping me,
running back home saying “'ve gt
a pair of shoes you're really going to
like * S0 it became more of a collabo
ration as people started to under
stand what | was doing. despite the
world of the image being far {rom
their reality

Whether 1t was the risshapen halls
the torn and worn shoes of the Tt
that some guy arites the name of fis
favourite player on his T-shirt that
may be & small detail bot it conveys
a0 mseh about the faith and devolion
to foothall and abwsit the Ingoomaty of
the African popalatlem

what do you hope people will get
from the exhibition !

[ think the mumber-aone thing 1< Lk
Lo (ortray ks Lthe posibive slile oof whal
is often seen as negative | wanted
o sy Africa shining B COolOurs
wilh langhtier, you Kok something

unigue, something uplifting, some
thing right And the second thing is
the way in whi B with so Little thes
can do so much Eapecially DeCau s
| come from a warkd where often 1t
fecds like a cake wilh oo myuch Woing
vou know, evervone hay even
thing they wanl, i nod ore. They e
droning o it 1 truly am fascinaled
anil imind el impresssil by 1this
continenl which does =0 muoch with

w0 liftie

S will be lanne i in
Johanmnesbrarg on June 1 and will

b om show at Johannesburyg »
Resoluthon Gallery . June 5 to July

11 andd st Cape Town s Joao Fermum
Gallery, June 15 to July M

i Watch th wiidmbhom with phoaio froe
{hae pabillwteien g FO oy Ll sl Pap
e ahd Xl

www Mg oo A hiltout



