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None of FIFA’s business

As football madness srips the planet, passion for the sport is nowhere greater
than on the continent. which is hosting the World Cup for the first tirne. There, far
from floodlit stadiums, packed hotels and coarporate wheeling and dealing, playing
foothall is the spice of life and the stuff of dreams. A new book and a related
exhihition of photographs show the indomitable spirit of grassroots footie across
Africa

n 2009 Brussels-based Bridsh photagrapher Jessd e Hilltour
emnbarked independently on a ninemonth, 20,000-kilormerre
journeythrough 10 countriesin Africa’s sourhern and western
agions, "With me was 2 Hasselblad [camera] with one 80 mm
lens, 300 rolls of film, a digital camers, my logboak, 2 mini printer
and a stock of new footballs, all packed into an old ¥ Beetle
equipped with aroofrads thres spare tyres and twojem v cans” she
writes in Asmes, the boak she has just published sbour her mip, Her
self-assignie d i ssion weas to photogr sph “aurhenti ¢ football, thekind
Haved for lowe, not money sl aver the continenr,

Alongthe wray she wadad her stock of new factorymade footballs
for "dred’ snd hand-crsfted ones ending up with 2 collection of 35
used footballs Mast are made of recyded marerials and are neither
regulation size nor exactly round, S4ll, theywork their magic, "It takes
ane football o bring awhols village together,” Hillrour obserwes,

she had to win the confidence of her subjects to convines them
that her facus was strength and resilience, not poverty, The degres
towhidh she succzedadis spparentinher boak stitls, Lrmen, “That'’s
what people would say to me when they said goodbye, It's an expras- A s
sdon of agreement, Theywere wishing for the project’s success.” aril b rred

& selection of Hilltour’s photographs, tagether with excerprs from it tibpat bt fiaces-of
the baal’s taxts (by Hilltour, Lan Brower and football writer David spread out on abzach?
(oldblatt) sppesr here nd on the next four pages. such as thiz one,in Togo

‘Foothallizathomeon
grassbut canbeplayed
withfzarsome slaganics
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Sani'sball, AncleeStars
FC. Kurnad, Ghanat
farright: yarn ball,
Fondcla, Mozambiqus
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“Sixout of 10 African
rash weat foothall shirts
oha dailybasds" Odwa's
jerzzy, Cape Town Stats
FC, Kayslitsha, Caps
Towh, South Africa

‘Evaryvillagein Aftica
hasahz opah-airtampl s
with goalposts at oppo-
dtzshdsand devetad
followetrsinthe rmiddle’

Vanto Inha vs Barcslona:

Pan:a 2Ea, ana.m]:-i q'LIE

Woarldly eup: Etoils
Brillanes's traphy, waon
against Trashyills,
Eburhis, I'I-"DJ.‘}" Coast

Arrem, an exhibition of 47
photographs from Hillboat's
foothall 2 eries, is or wiew
atLie Botanique, 236 Bue
Rograle, Brussels, June 10
o July 18, Wednesdayto
enrdag, 13,00 1o d0.00

(free adoodasion),

wenar lebotanique be

A, the book, 13 wrailable
ir aoft- and hardeorer
edtona (208 pages, £20
ard €50, respectivelr)

from Club, Friac, Fili grane
and other bookshops in
Bruazels.

wanar ] essicakil ont com
Hilltouts photbogr aphs were
printed by Philippe Eotier
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Abavs ft o 1aft:
Aphelals'sball,
Ehayalitsha towhship,
Cape Town, South
Afteca: st-:ml::ihgb all.
Kayalitsha t owniship,

o ape Tt pla sHo
bagand trezbatk ball.
Chicorne, Mozambiqus;
Het-dzed ball, Fart

D auphin:. T-:hlagnarn:.
Madagaseat; Daminge's
ball, Chicoms

Dirassadfor amatch:
playar for Farroriaria
FC, Beira, Mezambiqu s

All eyes ontheball:
Bahri's taamnd sfahd s tha
goal duting afraslkidk,
Uuagadougon, Butking
Fazo









